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An Obfervation 

0/$aturne, wade at Paris ,the 17 th of Auguft, i66S.athor,n^ 
at night, £7 M. Hugens, and M. Picarti as 'tit defcrib'd in the 
Journal des Scavans of Fehr.11,1669. 


>"T“'He Qbfervers, imploying a Telefcope of 21 Foot, faw the 
J Planet Saturn, as ’tis reprefented by Fig. II. the Globe in 
the midle man feftly appearing both above and below beyond 
the Ovale of his Anfes 5 which was hardly difcernable the laft 
year. 

They meafur’d divers ways the Inclination of the Great Dia¬ 
meter of the Ovale to the Equator, which (Inclination) was found 
of about Nine degrees,although at that time it fhould not be but 
of Four degrees, according to what M. Hugens hath affirm’d in 
his Syfteme of Sat urn,viz,, that the Plan of the Ring, which en¬ 
virons the Globe of this Planet, is inclin’d to the Plan of the 
Ecliptique but 23 deg. 30. m. But this laft Obfervation and other 
like ones of this and the precedent Year being more exa<ft, and 
made at a time more proper for meafunng that obliquity, than 
were thofe, which had formerly ferved for a foundation to deter¬ 
mine ic$ M .Hugens finds, that, infteadof 2 p,.deg. y ,m. the 
Angle of the Plans of the Ring and of the Hchptique muft be of 
31. deg. or thereabout 5 and that being fo, that not onely the 
Shape, which Saturn hath at prefent, but alfo all thofe,that have 
been noted fince the true ones were obfei ved, do perfectly agree 
with the Hypothecs of the Ring*, and particularly that of 1664. 
in the beginning of fitly *, which was made, and made 

* See as ’tis to be found in the French Let- puolick by Signior Caffl- 
ters, wiie.cn bv M.Au^out to m. vAbbe clmhi, t>ani, wherein the Great 

and printed at Par it, A. 166 upon the cccafion of * j Ai i o . . -1 0 

the Rsggu&zlio di due Suove Ojfirvdtieni d& Dl3ITl€t€r IS COUDlC tO the 

Giu[c:ppe C ampan i. Lt flfef, 


As to the round Phafis of Saturn, that Change of the Tnclina- 
tion,which was juft now fpoken of, cannot alter the time of it but 
very little or nothing ^ fo that M .Hugens ftill exfpeifts this Ap- 
parancein 1671. when in the Summerof that Year Saturn will 
begin to loofe his Anfes, there being then to remain onely the 
Globe in the Midle-, and will not recover them but about a 

year 
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year a r ter, according to what he hath (hid in his Book of the 
Syfteme of Saturn . 


An Extra# 

of M, Dela QuintinyV Let■■■, mitten tc the Publiftier in French 
fometime agoe, concerning bis way of ordering M-Ions • now com¬ 
municated in /dnglifh for the fatisfaV'.n of feveral curious 
Melon ':(is in England, 

f Shall now anfwer to that particular of yonr Letter, which 
jh _ concerns Melons > as exr&ly as I car. All the Seeds, I font you, 
product Melons with a thin and (Somewhat embroidet’d skin, not 
dlvi-'ed by K’bbs: Some of them have their skin whitilh, 
ethers of the C lour of Slate. The Melons themfelves are not 
very great,their flelh very red, dry,melting upon the tongue; 
not mealy, and of a high tafte. And thefe are the two onely 
kinds, which, after I have tried above an hundred different forts, 
I makeufe of, and fend you,not having obferv'd any change in 
them, after the ufe of to years. 

As to the manner of cutting them, you know, that the firft 
thing appearing of them, are two Leaves united,here called Bars 
(mark’cini^arflV. by i.i.) Out ofthemidft of thefe two Ears 
there (hoots, iome days after, firft one Leaf, which wecail the 
firft Leaf or Knot (markka.) and out of the fame place, after 
Come days more,fhoots a fecond, call’d the fecond knot (mirk’c 3 .) 
Out of about the midft of the Stalk of this fecond knot (hoots 
the third knot (mark’c 4.) And this third knot it is, which muft 
be cut at the place markt 6. without hurting the branch of the 
fecond knot, whence this third came5 becaufe that from that 
place will Spring a branch, which we call the firft Arm, and this 
Arm will (hoot forth firft one knot, then a fecond,then a third; 
and this third it is, you are to cut again in the fame manner, as 
was faid before. And you muft be careful to cut thefe third knots, 
without ft lying for the (hooting of the: fourth of fifth ones. You’i 
fee out os every knot come forth Arms or Branches like to the 
/?r/?,fpokenof before 5 and it is at thofe Arms, that the Melon 
will be produced. And they will be good, if the foot or root be 
well nourish’t in good earth, and cherifh’t by a good hot-bed and 
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